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“Buried Alive” A Survivors Story 

J o e  T a n t a r e l l i  
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Introduction & Overview 



N O V E M B E R  5 & 6  2 0 1 9  

Conference Speaker: 

•  
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BURIED 

ALIVE 

by 
JOE 
TANTARELLI 

A S U R V I V O R ’ S  S T O RY  

Welcome! 
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0 Let’s Go Back 
In Time 
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1983 
June 
6th 
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When Disaster Strikes 
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Is When It’s Already Too Late 
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Where it all  

began 
M Y FAM I LY 1 9 8 3  
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M Y  F A M I L Y  2 0 1 0  

Many  

years  

later 
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Complacency in 
the Workplace 
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Time 

Awareness/Complacency Continuum 

Awareness: risk consciousness while driving, working, walking, biking, etc. 

First Stage of Complacency: no longer pre-occupied with the 
risk so your mind can wander 

Second Stage of Complacency: no longer 
thinking about the risk unless external 
stimulus occurs (no “internal” stimulus or 
fear) MULTI - TASKING 
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T H E  4  S TAT E S  

R U S H I N G  F R U S T R AT I O N  FAT I G U E  C O M P L AC E N C Y  
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E Y E S  N O T  O N  T A S K  

M I N D  N O T  O N  T A S K  

L I N E - O F - F I R E  

B A L A N C E ,  T R A C T I O N ,  G R I P  

T H E  4  E R R O R S  
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My 
Story 
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My 
Story 
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 Do you think this was his first encounter with a trench collapse? 
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Injury Off the Job 
 vs 
On the Job 
 
 
 

5.36:1 
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17.9:1 

Off the Job 
vs 
On the Job 
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25% 

5% 

18% 

51% 



N O V E M B E R  5 & 6  2 0 1 9  

 

Scanned by CamScanner

My 
Grandchildren 

B E S T  O F  A L L  



N O V E M B E R  5 & 6  2 0 1 9  

 



26 

♬♬♬♬ 

♬♬Clap Along if You Know What Happiness is to You! ♬♬ 

Happy Survivor! 
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THANKS FOR 
Your Participation! 
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